FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 8th, 2010

  Contact: 
· Jonathan Rosenthal, jrosenthal@justandstable.org, (510) 290 2063
· Craig Altemose, caltemose@justandstable.org, (617) 299-0771

MASSACHUSETTS BILL LEAVES COMMITTEE AS CLIMATE COURT HEARINGS CONTINUE

[Boston, MA] An Act to Create a Repower Massachusetts Emergency Task Force was released from the Senate Ethics & Rules Committee today, coinciding with the sixth day of court hearings for citizen activists involved in the Boston Common Sleep-Outs last fall. The bill was written by Students for a Just and Stable Future (SJSF) and others in the Leadership Campaign, the coalition that organized the sleep-outs.

The bill, introduced by Senator Marc Pacheco in December, would create a task force charged with examining the steps necessary for running Massachusetts on 100% Clean Electricity by 2020. The task force -- comprised of legislators, administration officials, student activists, utility representatives, and community members -- would have six months in which to conduct its review, and would issue a report with regulatory and legislative recommendations. The bill was introduced following many months of public demands from citizen-activists across the state to get Massachusetts off dirty electricity. In the fall, over two hundred Massachusetts residents participated in the Leadership Campaign's Sleep-outs on the Boston Common, for which they all received citations for trespassing. The sleep-out court hearings have been ongoing for the past week and will continue through Thursday. 

Every day after the hearings last week, supporters of the Leadership Campaign marched from the courthouse to the State House to lobby legislators. Senate Majority Leader Frederick Berry, who is chairman of the Ethics & Rules Committee, released the bill today into the Joint Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities, and Energy. The bill was also introduced into the House in December, where it is currently in the Rules Committee.

“We are extremely thankful to Senator Berry for releasing our bill from committee, opening debate to legislators across the state and allowing us to focus our energy on gathering the votes needed to pass it this spring,” said Martha Pskowski, Hampshire student and Western Massachusetts Legislative Coordinator for SJSF.

The Leadership Campaign, a coalition of groups in support of the bill – and the broader goal of 100% clean electricity – will now be turning its attention to show support to Senator Michael Morrissey and Representative Barry Finegold, Senate and House Chairs, respectively, of the Joint Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities, and Energy. 

The sleep-outs took place on the Boston Common every week for seven weeks preceding the introduction of the bill, drawing support from many prominent figures. Sleep-out participants included Dr. James Hansen, top NASA climatologist, Bill McKibben, the writer and activist who founded 350.org, and Jill Stein, 2010 gubernatorial candidate from the Green Rainbow party. All three appeared in court this week to accept the charges from the sleep-outs.

More sleep-outs are planned for the spring, including the Amherst Common on February 20th, the Cambridge Common on March 28th, and a return to the Boston Common scheduled for April 21st, the night before the 40th anniversary of Earth Day.

About The Leadership Campaign
The Leadership Campaign is a project of Students for a Just and Stable Future (SJSF), a network of students across Massachusetts calling for bold, science-based solutions to global climate disruption.  SJSF is working with many community partners, including the Massachusetts Council of Churches, who are partnering to work on this campaign.  The Leadership Campaign calls on Governor Patrick and the Massachusetts State Legislature to introduce and pass the bill they authored, An Act to Create a Repower Massachusetts Emergency Task Force.  The Campaign is endorsed by the Massachussetts Council of Churches, Massachusetts Climate Action Network, The Sustainable Business Network and many others.  For more information, please visit their website at: www.theleadershipcampaign.org, their blog at: www.theleadershipcampaign.wordpress.com and follow them on twitter: @thelcampaign.
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