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200 MASSACHUSETTS RESIDENTS FACE COURT CHARGES FOR CLIMATE SLEEP-OUTS, CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR ELECTRICITY BILL

[Boston, MA] Two hundred Massachusetts residents began appearing in Boston Municipal Court today to face charges for participating in "sleep-outs" that took place on the Boston Common throughout the fall. The citizen activists -- comprised of college students, faculty, clergy, and community members -- are receiving civil infractions for trespassing and are marching to the statehouse each day after the proceedings in order to lobby State Senator Frederick Berry and State Representative John Binienda, chairs of the rules committees in the Senate and House, respectively. They hope that Chairmen Berry and Binienda will quickly move out of their committees a citizen-drafted bill that would be a first step towards running Massachusetts on 100% clean electricity by 2020.

The sleep-outs, which were held every Sunday night for seven weeks on the Boston Common, as well as on college campuses every night throughout the fall, were organized by the Leadership Campaign, a coalition of organizations led by Students for a Just and Stable Future (SJSF), an organization of students from over twenty-five colleges and universities in Massachusetts who are concerned about the effects of global climate disruption on their future. The so-called "sleep-outs" -- a reference to the "sit-ins" of the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s -- were acts of solidarity with the millions of people across the planet whose lives are already being marked by climate change. Massachusetts residents refused to sleep in their dorms, homes, and apartments powered by dirty electricity, and for doing so received citations for trespassing after hours on the Boston Common.

The campaign succeeded in introducing a bill, "An Act to Create a Repower Massachusetts Emergency Task Force", which was jointly filed December 7th by State Senator Marc Pacheco and State Representative William Brownsberger, and soon had an additional fifteen co-sponsors. The bill, if passed, would create a task force comprised of legislators, administrative officials, businesspeople, student activists, and community members, whose task would be to investigate the options for putting Massachusetts on 100% clean electricity by 2020. The bill is currently in the rules committees of both houses and the Leadership Campaign is pressing strongly for its quick passage through these committees.

Among those receiving infractions this week are James Hansen, a top NASA climatologist who has been outspoken in his support of bold climate legislation, Bill McKibben, an environmental writer and activist who co-founded 350.org, a global network of people dedicated to solving the climate crisis, and Jill Stein, a political figure and activist who is running for Governor of Massachusetts in 2010 on the Green Rainbow Party ticket.

Twenty-eight people received their civil infractions today, with the remainder of the two hundred to appear during this week and the next. Trespassing during the sleep-outs was originally charged as a criminal misdemeanor, but after negotiations with the city, lawyers for the Leadership Campaign were able to have the charges reduced to civil infractions.

"We are demonstrating our belief that being able to refrain from participating in the destruction of our planet is a human right" said Craig Altemose, the Coordinator of SJSF. "We're grateful that the city has agreed to lessen the charges, but as long as the people of Massachusetts do not have real access to clean electricity, we will continue to fight. Even if that means coming back to the Boston Common."

Indeed, despite assurances from the city that future sleep-outs will be prosecuted more forcefully, the Leadership Campaign has scheduled a sleep-out on the Boston Common for April 21st, the night before Earth Day, the date by which the campaign hopes to have had the bill passed.

About the Leadership Campaign: 
The Leadership Campaign is a project of Students for a Just and Stable Future (SJSF), a network of students across Massachusetts calling for legitimate and bold solutions to global climate disruption.  SJSF is working with many community partners, including the Massachusetts Council of Churches, who are partnering to work on this campaign. The Campaign is endorsed by the Massachussetts Council of Churches, Massachusetts Climate Action Network, The Sustainable Business Network and many others.  For more information, please visit their website at: www.theleadershipcampaign.org, their blog at: www.theleadershipcampaign.wordpress.com and follow them on twitter: @thelcampaign.
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